
Comprehensive Plan:  
Public Engagement Schedule

A
pril - Sept 2017 

Sept - D
ec  2017

 
Jan - M

ay  2018 

Scenario Planning and Visioning 
 ■ Start of Comprehensive Plan Website
 ■ 1st Technical Advisory Committee Meeting
 ■ County-Wide Survey
 ■ Community Officials Meeting #1
 ■ Public Open Houses - Round #1

 ■ 2nd and 3rd Technical Advisory Committee 
Meetings

 ■ Community Officials Meetings #2
 ■ Draft Plan Review by Technical Advisory 

Committee and Plan Commission
 ■ Public Open Houses - Round #2

Draft Plan Components

 ■ Public Open Houses - Round #3 (If needed)
 ■ Draft Plan for Public Review
 ■ Public Hearing - Recommendation Meeting #1
 ■ Plan Commission - Recommendation  Meeting #2
 ■ P&D Committee and County Board Review 

and Adoption

Plan Refinement and Adoption

Thank you for your interest!  For more information about the Madison County Comprehensive Plan and 
to stay up to date on upcoming meetings, visit:  

www.OurFutureMadisonCounty.com
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Schedule

We Are 
Here

Be sure to attend future open houses 
for the Comprehensive Plan. 



Take the 
Countywide 
Survey by 
September 30th!
Be sure to take the countywide survey by September 30th.  The survey can 
be completed in 10 minutes and can be found at www.surveymonkey.com/r/
OurFutureMadisonCounty or visit  
www.OurFutureMadisonCounty.com

www.surveymonkey.com/r/OurFutureMadisonCounty

 

What is a Comprehensive Plan
The Madison County Comprehensive Plan is the official plan for unincorporated 
Madison County.  The plan provides the public policy basis for making planning 
and development decisions, provides a framework for future growth, and is a 
guide for future decision making.  The Comprehensive Plan is NOT a zoning 
ordinance, subdivision regulation, a budget, a capital improvement program or 
other regulatory document. It is meant to be the basis for the preparation of those 
documents.

Why is the Comprehensive Plan being                                 
 Updated?

The current plan was adopted in 2000, and in order for a plan to be effective 
and to meet ever-changing planning and development issues, a comprehensive 
plan should be updated every 10 to 15 years.  In addition there has been major 
changes since 2000 such as the recession in 2008, the opening of the Stan 
Musial Veterans Bridge, and changing demographic and development patterns. 

The Purpose of Open House #1
Tonight’s open house is the first of two rounds of open houses during the 
planning process.  The purpose of tonight’s meeting is:

• Review existing conditions. 
• Learn more about the overall planning process.
• Take the community survey.
• Talk with the planning team.
• Share your thoughts on the future needs and vision for Madison County.

Ways to Stay Involved in the Planning Process
Resident involvement is a very important part of this process. There will be two rounds of 
open houses during the planning process.  Visit www.OurFutureMadisonCounty.com to 
stay up-to-date about the plan.  

www.OurFutureMadisonCounty.com

Our  Future 
Madison 
County

Planning for Growth...

...while Preserving 
   our Past

ii55
Welcome!

Thank you for attending tonight’s open house for the 
Madison County Comprehensive Plan.  Be sure to visit 
all the stations and talk with the planning team. 

Scan Here for Survey

#OurFutureMadisonCounty
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Where do You Live or Work?

Use the color dots below 
to label where you live 
or work.

   Live

   Work
  



Overview
This board depicts the draft categories for the comprehensive 
plan.  These categories will evolve and change based on the input 
from tonight’s open house and the countywide survey.  They are a 
starting point for discussion and comment.   

Defining our Values - What Makes Madison 
County a Great Place to Live and Work
The draft categories are rooted in the values that make Madison 
County a great place to live and work.

A Focus on Land Use
While the draft plan categories address many topics such as the 
economy and transportation, the comprehensive plan will focus on 
land use.  The comprehensive plan will be a user-friendly document  
that will help guide land use policies such as zoning and the 
decision making of Madison County’s Planning and Development 
Committee.  

We Want Your Input!  Are We on the Right 
Track with these Draft Plan Categories?
Please review the draft plan categories and let us know if we are 
on the right track.  The feedback we receive will help refine the plan 
categories and begin to shape the goals and strategies for each 
category. 

www.OurFutureMadisonCounty.comOur  Future 
Madison 
County

ii55

Draft Framework for the 
Comprehensive Plan

Abundant, Healthy, 
and Beautiful Open 
Spaces and Natural 

Resources

Strong 
Communities

Prosperous 
Agriculture

Treasured Homes 
and Property

Prosperous 
Economy

Robust and 
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Transportation 
Network

Low Cost 
of Living
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Draft Framework for the 
Comprehensive Plan

Abundant, Healthy, 
and Beautiful Open 
Spaces and Natural 

Resources

Strong 
Communities

Prosperous 
Agriculture

Treasured Homes 
and Properties

Why Strong Communities 
are Important
Over 80% of Madison County 
residents live in an incorporated area 
(city or village) of the county.  Having 
strong communities is crucial to the 
long term success of the county.     

Why Prosperous Agriculture
is Important
Agriculture is a major economic driver 
for Madison County.  There are over 
1,000 farms in the county producing 
a variety of products including grain, 
livestock, fruits, vegetables, milk, and 
other products. 
 
Rural areas are also a major draw for 
residential growth as homeowners 
appreciate the rural and small town 
atmosphere of the county.     

Why Treasured Homes and Properties
are Important
The appreciation of property values, 
whether it is a home, business, or 
land, is a key goal for many property 
owners. Retention and appreciation 
of property values is also an important 
goal of land use policies.        

Why Abundant, Healthy, and 
Beautiful Open Spaces and Natural 
Resources are Important
Madison County is blessed with many 
natural resources including rivers and 
streams, large expanses of woodlands, 
lakes of all sizes, greenways and trails, 
small and large parks, and other 
natural areas.  Natural resources have 
multiple benefits for the county 
including economic (tourism dollars, 
increase property values, etc), health 
(clean air and water),  increased 
habitats, and quality of life (recreation, 
etc).      
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Draft Framework for the 
Comprehensive Plan

Prosperous 
Economy

Robust and 
Efficient 

Transportation 
Network

Low Cost 
of Living

Why a Prosperous Economy is 
Important
Quality jobs and a prosperous 
economy are the life blood of any 
community.  A prosperous and diverse 
economy is key to sustained growth 
and providing a strong revenue 
base to support public services and 
infrastructure.      

Why a Robust and Efficient 
Transportation Network is Important
A key strength for Madison County is 
its location.  Madison County sits at the 
nexus of a multi-modal transportation 
network of major interstates, rail, and 
waterborn transportation.  In addition, 
the county has a world-class network 
of active transportation with over 100 
miles of bicycle trails.   

This transportation network is crucial 
for economic success and the high 
quality of life in the county.    

Why Low Cost of Living is Important
Cost of living is one of the key factors 
in choosing where to live.  As Madison 
County competes for residents 
regionally and nationally, cost of living 
plays an important factor.  

There are many components in cost 
of living.  Land use policy can play 
an important role in encouraging 
efficient use of infrastructure and 
community services.   



Let us know if we are on 
the right track for the plan 
categories. 
Vote below (vote only once).

Sounds great.  Definitely on 
the right track!

Generally good, but minor 
changes needed.

Not on the right track.  Major 
changes needed.

 
Vote below (vote only once).
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Draft Framework for the 
Comprehensive Plan
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ii55 What changes to the draft plan categories are 
needed?

What plan categories are the most important?



This board depicts 
recent growth trends 
in the county with data 
on population and 
employment changes.   

Industrial Employment
(Madison County 1998-2014)

Light Industrial Employment
(Madison County 1998-2014)

Office Employment
(Madison County 1998-2014)

Retail Employment
(Madison County 1998-2014)

Population Growth
(Madison County 1900-2016)

Cumulative Population Growth
(Madison County vs Illinois/US 1970-2016)

www.OurFutureMadisonCounty.comOur  Future 
Madison 
County

ii55

Recent Growth Trends



48%
Almost a half (48%) of new 
homes in Madison County 
since 1999 have been built 

beyond a mile from municipal 
boundaries.
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Recent Growth Trends



“Typical Growth”, while not necessarily the “most likely” scenario, 
is consistent with the changes in Madison County over the past 
two decades.  It reflects a continuation of “normal” Madison 
County growth rates for population.  “Typical Growth” assumes 
that Madison County’s population growth returns to its post-1970 
mean rate of just over 0.1% per year.

“Moderate Growth” assumes that Madison County’s population 
returns to its mean annual growth rate during the period of 1983-
2010 (of slightly over 0.37%). This might reflect a strengthening 
economy or an improving fiscal situation for the state of Illinois 
that causes the net in-migration to accelerate or the net out-
migration to slow. 

“Robust Growth” reflects the possibility of Madison County’s 
overall population growth increasing to match some of its 
fastest growing regions. More of a thought experiment than a 
prediction, this reflects the results if the 1990-2013 annual growth 
rates of Maryville (3%), Edwardsville (1%), Glen Carbon (1%), and 
Troy (1%) duplicated for the county as a whole.  “Robust Growth 
assumes that Madison County’s population grows at an annual 
rate of 1%.

While the future cannot be 
predicted, we can plan for 
potential “scenarios” of growth.  
This board depicts potential 
growth in the county over the 
next 20 plus years.  

www.OurFutureMadisonCounty.comOur  Future 
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What Will Madison County 
Look Like in 2040?

Typical Growth

8,000 population growth
(274,000 total population)

Moderate Growth

25,000 population growth
(290,600 total population)

Robust Growth

72,000 population growth
(337,400 total population)

The short answer is yes, there is plenty of room for growth. The 
map to the right shows undeveloped land (areas in red) within and 
adjacent to five of the fastest growing communities in Madison 
County (Edwardsville, Glen Carbon, Maryville, Troy, and Highland) 
that are designated for development (residential, commercial, 
industrial, institutional, etc) based on the future land use plans of 
the communities.  

The areas shown on the map (areas in red) has the capacity to 
absorb 135,000 population growth based on current zoning / land 
use densities. 

With plenty of room for growth, the question becomes how the 
county should grow.  

Do We Have Have Room 
for Future Growth? 
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Growth Scenarios
“Baseline”
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Growth Scenarios
“Recent Growth Trends”
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Growth Scenarios
“Community Focused”

Bird’s Eye View - “Community Focused”

One Mile from Municipal Boundary

Road

New Subdivisions
(Public Sewer)

Existing city or village 
(Incorporated)

Rural and farm 
residences

Woodland

Farm fi elds



0 1/2 Mile 1 Mile

40 acres

10 acres

2 ac

One Mile from Municipal B
ounda

ry

Existing city or village 
(Incorporated)

Rural and farm 
residences

Woodland

Road

Farm fi elds 

Plan View - “Recent Growth Trends”

VIEW
(For Bird’s 
Eye View)

New Subdivisions
(Private Sewer) 0 1/2 Mile 1 Mile

40 acres

10 acres

2 ac

One Mile from Municipal B
ounda

ry

Existing city or village 
(Incorporated)

Rural and farm 
residences

Woodland Road

Farm fi elds 

Plan View - “Community Focused”

VIEW
(For Bird’s 
Eye View)

New Subdivisions
(Public Sewer)

             www.OurFutureMadisonCounty.com   Our  Future 
Madison 
County

ii55

Growth Scenarios
“Recent Growth Trends” “Community Focused”vs

Advantages
 ■Market demand for rural parcels, especially 2-5 
acre parcels.  

  
 ■ In the short-term, often preserves rural character 
adjacent to the community.   

Advantages
 ■Most cost effective use of infrastructure and 
community services.

 
 ■Helps to avoid conflicts between agriculture 
and residential subdivisions (noise, dust, traffic, 
stormwater runoff, etc).  

 ■More likely to be connected to public sewers. 

 ■Encourages investment in existing communities.  

 ■Preserves rural character.

 ■Usually more walkable by being connected to 
existing neighborhoods and parks. 

Disadvantages
 ■Not adjacent to existing community infrastructure 
and community services and thus increased costs 
for infrastructure and services (water lines, road 
maintenance, policing, school busing, postal 
service, trash service, etc.)

 ■Many subdivisions are not connected to public 
sewers and have private sewers.  Unmaintained 
private sewers can lead to water quality 
problems and depressed property values.

 ■Conflicts between agriculture and residential 
subdivisions (noise, dust, traffic, stormwater 
runoff, etc).

 ■ Loss of rural character. 

 ■ Loss of prime farmland.

Disadvantages
 ■Market timing, land speculation, and other 
factors often don’t allow the opportunity 
for development adjacent to community 
boundaries.

 ■ Land use policies can encourage certain types 
of development (including community focused 
development), but is limited in many aspects.  

“Recent Growth Trends” “Community Focused”
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After reviewing the growth 
scenarios and the advantages and 
disadvantages of each, what are your 
thoughts?  Share below!   

How should the county 
grow? There is not a “right” 
or “wrong” answer.  

What do you like about the growth 
options?  Dislike?
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Growth Scenarios
“Recent Growth Trends”

“Baseline”

“Community Focused”




